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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

We love to celebrate – birthdays, anniversaries, notable events or discoveries in history.  This month con-
gregations around the world will remember an event that happened 500 years ago on October 31, 1517.  
Martin Luther (1483-1546), a Roman Catholic monk, tacked a folio sheet of “theses” on the castle church 
door at Wittenberg, Germany, hoping to spark a discussion.  Instead, he spawned a revolution, a reformation 
that fundamentally transformed the religious and cultural landscape from that point forward, which came to 
be known as the Protestant Reformation. 

Luther had written a little tract which had 95 debating points, or “talking points,” which he hoped would 
be the basis of a discussion of some dubious practices in the church.  The tract was called Disputation of 
Doctor Martin Luther on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences.  It was written in Latin and printed by a local 
printer.  The printing press was a relatively new media invention at the time, and some argue that without 
the invention of the printing press, neither the Protestant Reformation nor the American Revolution could 
have happened. 

Luther’s 95 propositions were printed on a folio sheet and tacked to the door of the castle church in Wit-
tenberg.  Luther wasn’t the first to post things in this manner.  Back then, church doors were commonly used 
as a community bulletin board of sorts. Today, Luther might have posted his theses on a blog and pointed his 
peers to them via Twitter.  He wasn’t doing anything that hadn’t been done a hundred times before.  

Luther must have known that this would eventually get the attention of some people in power – perhaps 
even Pope Leo X.  But Luther certainly couldn’t have imagined his actions would spark a revolution that’s still 
ringing loud and strong 500 years later.  Luther wasn’t the only figure of the Reformation, of course, but be-
cause October 31 is when Luther posted a sign on the church door, it’s only fitting to celebrate and remem-
ber this courageous and world-changing event. 

Luther had promised God to become a monk after the experience of a thunderstorm on June 2, 1505, in 
which he was nearly killed.  In the Augustinian monastery, Luther followed the prescriptions of fasting, pray-
er, and confession.  But he could not find the assurance of salvation for which he deeply longed.  He was or-
dained in 1507, sent to teach theology at the University of Wittenberg in 1508, and became a Doctor of The-
ology in 1512.  Luther’s lectures on New Testament books, particularly Romans, led him to a breakthrough of 
discovering the New Testament message that humans do not gain salvation by obedience to God’s law, which 
is impossible due to sin.  Instead humans are justified by faith in Jesus Christ as God’s sent Messiah and Sav-
ior, received by grace (Romans 1:16-17).  In his death, Christ has provided for forgiveness and salvation.  
Humans are declared righteous in God’s sight on the basis of Christ’s righteousness, and not through trying 
to gain salvation by doing the good works of obeying the law.  Salvation is received, not earned. 

The major issue that drove Luther to nail his 95 “theses” to the Wittenberg door was indulgences, as the 
title of the document indicates.  Luther was deeply concerned about selling “get-out-of-jail-FREE” cards called 
indulgences.  These indulgences released people from needing to repent of the bad things they did; the more 
serious the crime, the higher the cost of the indulgence.  An indulgence could also be purchased to shorten 
the time a loved one needed to spend in Purgatory – a period of purification and cleansing one had to endure 
before going to heaven itself.  Luther argued that sins could not be forgiven nor could salvation be gained by 
making forgiveness and salvation a commercial 
transaction.  We cannot buy forgiveness, nor can 
we buy our way into heaven.  That’s food for 
thought! 

The impact of Luther’s posting on the church 
door 500 years ago is so-far reaching, even be-
yond the religious sphere to political and cultural 
realms as well, that we have to celebrate this mo-
mentous event this month.  Look further in this 
newsletter for activities at WUMC that commemo-
rate this unforgettable “sign on the door.” 
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A Letter From Kay 
 

Dear Williamsburg United Methodist friends, 

It is with great sorrow that I share with you what many of you already 
know – I have submitted my request to the Bishop to be appointed to medical 
leave.  This means that, as of September 1, I am no longer serving as an appoint-
ed Pastor with you. 

Coming to this decision has been one of the most difficult challenges of my life.  
Many of you know that two years ago I was diagnosed with a very rare condition, 
Sclerosing Mesenteritis.  There are a variety of possible symptoms, but my case 
presents with periodic intense pain that often requires hospital visits in addition to 
pain medication.  Attacks are debilitating for days at a time.  The disease has no 
known cause, and is unusual enough that there is no standard mode of treatment 
and no existing research to guide my doctors.  While medication was initially helpful 
in slowing the frequency and intensity of attacks, since the beginning of the year I 
have been frequently stricken by attacks of extraordinary pain and accompanying 
fatigue that have made fulfilling my pastoral commitments increasingly difficult.   

My heart is heavy as I consider leaving what has been a wonderful time of  
fruitful ministry.  As WUMC looks to the future with a visionary new long term 
strategic plan, I am so excited for the church . . . and regretting that I will not be 
part of it on the same way.  Over five years, we have celebrated and laughed 
together, struggled and mourned together, and always, always, loved.  This is an 
amazing community of faith.  You have been a blessing to me in our shared  
ministry, and to my family as we walk a difficult road.  My husband Doug, our sons 
Kieran and Corwin, have known the enveloping warmth of this church family.  Your 
prayers, cards, meals, contributions to the love offering, and so many other  
expressions of compassion have reminded us all what it means to truly embody the 
love and care of Christ.   

There is always hope.  I don't know what the future will bring.  My heart's  
desire is to return to full-time ministry as soon as I am able.  While my condition 
may be long term or grow increasingly serious, it may also be temporary, or my 
medical team may discover a better way to control it.  We just don't know.  Some 
days I feel almost normal, so if you see me out and about in Williamsburg, please 
don't be a stranger!  Keep us in your prayers as you all are daily in mine.  While I 
am on medical leave, we hope to continue to be connected to Williamsburg UMC as 

our church home.  

I have loved being your Pastor.  And I fully intend to continue to 
love being your friend. 

Blessings and peace, 

Kay Barre  

(new email: PastrKay@aol.com) 

mailto:PastrKay@aol.com
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In early 2017, a suggestion was made by a long-time member of the Williamsburg United Methodist 
Women (WUMW) organization to capture a bit of information on the naming of each Women’s Circle.  From 
this idea, a project was born to gather and document some history about the various WUMW groups.  Each 
team was asked to delve into their past and fondly reminisce.  This article is the seventh in a series to cap-
ture and share some interesting and fun facts about the Women’s Circles of the church.  

Olive Downing was born in Kirksville, Missouri in 1897 and later moved to Oklahoma where her parents 
were assured that she would receive the best possible education.  Olive wanted to be a teacher.  She taught 
English to Osage Indians while attending the University of Oklahoma.  She then studied at the Boston Univer-
sity School of Theology and earned a degree in religious education in 1925.  Having never traveled to Virginia 
nor even heard of the College of William & Mary, Olive accepted a position teaching Spanish courses as well 
as Biblical Literature and Religious Education at the College, sight unseen.  She was also Housemother of the 
W&M women’s dorm on Prince George Street known as Brown Dormitory. 

Olive frequented the Casey Dry Goods Store on Duke of Gloucester Street, located on the current Barnes 
& Noble site.  Casey’s was a family business and operated by the widowed Mrs. Carlton Casey and her four 
sons.  It was there that Olive met Carl Casey, the fifth of the owner’s seven children.  Even though Carl was 
13 years her senior, romance blossomed and the two were married on April 17, 1929.  The new Casey family 
grew with the addition of three sons; Robert, Carlton and Lewis. 

The Williamsburg Methodist Episcopal Church was located on Duke of Gloucester Street (what is now 
Merchant’s Square).  Olive was an active and tireless servant of the church – a true ‘mover and shaker’ of her 
time.  During World War II, Olive developed and taught Sunday School Classes for servicemen and also 
worked with conscientious objectors who were assigned to serve at Eastern State Hospital.  In 1958, Olive 
began the local chapter of the Wesleyan Service Guild for Working Women, which became an auxiliary to the 
National Women’s Society of Christian Service.  The ladies met in the evenings, usually at Olive’s home.  
Some of their early activities included the faithful support of missionaries around the world and putting on 
suppers for other organizations of the church.  Olive was a devoted member of Circle #5 until its 1980 disso-
lution.  

The late 1970s and early 1980s were periods of growth for the church.  As more ladies were joining the 
women’s organization, new circles were encouraged to form.  Current circle members often served as men-
tors and assisted in the start-up of new groups until the new teams became self-sufficient.  During this time, 
the majority of the circles were referenced simply by a number.  Dorothy Rascoe was president of the WUMW 
in 1981 and a member of Circle #7.  Rose Skillman belonged to Circle #6 and Jo Troth was part of Circle #1.   
These three women were joined by Dorothy Chicos, Mary Peters and Raye Tabb to establish the formation of 
Circle #9.  For two years, Circle #9 grew.  When Olive Casey died in September of 1983, Circle #9 commem-
orated her name by becoming the Olive Casey Circle. 

Through the years, the Olive Casey Circle grew very large with as many as 46 members in 1992.  The cir-
cle’s focus was concern for missionaries; food and clothing for FISH; care for shut-ins; and participation in 
the UMW Country Store (now the Bazaar), which was an annual event for many years.  Olive Casey Circle’s 
efforts for the Bazaar evolved into major craft projects for hand-made items with a Christmas theme:  orna-
ments, decorated wreaths, table decorations, etc.  These ladies joined with other groups to hold monthly 
workshops all year long to prepare for the Bazaar.  In recent years, the Olive Casey Circle has spearheaded 
the church’s annual UMCOR KITS collection under the leadership of Barbara Hamson.  Over 1,000 kits were 
taken to the 2017 Virginia Annual Conference in Hampton, setting a record for one of the largest in confer-
ence history.  Monthly, the Olive Casey Circle invites local speakers to inform the membership of area needs.  
The Circle is generous in gifts to encourage local, state and world projects reflecting their desire to stay in-
formed and active.  The group meets at 9:30 am on the 1st Monday in the Church Den. 

Spotlight on UMW Circle 
History 

Olive Casey Circle  
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Williamsburg United  
Methodist Women 

October 2017 UMW Circle Meetings 

Our United Methodist Women’s Bazaar is coming 
up very soon, on Saturday, November 4.  During 
the previous collection dates we have received 
many new and exciting items.  There are two 
more collection dates to go:  October 6 from 
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. and October 21 from 
11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Donated items may be 
brought to Room 305.  October 21 will be the 
last day we will accept items for donation. 

We also need baked goods for “The Bake 
Shoppe”.  You do not need to be a UMW member to 
donate delicious cookies, pies, cakes, muffins and 
more. 

Proceeds from the Bazaar will go to both local 
and global missions. 

If you have questions, contact Janet Henke (345
-6362). 

OLIVE CASEY CIRCLE – Monday, October 2 at 
9:30 a.m. in the Church Den.  The program will be 
“Faith in Action” arranged by Judi French. 
 

CLARKE/HERITAGE CIRCLE – Tuesday, October 
3 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.  We will be continuing 
to work on preparations for the bazaar.   
 

JEAN CRAIG CIRCLE – Tuesday, October 3 at 
1:30 p.m. in the Brookdale Activities Room.  "God 
grant me Patience, but Hurry!"  
 

SUSANNA WESLEY CIRCLE – Wednesday, Octo-
ber 4 at 9:30 a.m. (Please note change in time) in 
Room 309.  Mary Yates will have the program, “You 
Are Not an Accident” from the book The Purpose 
Driven Life. 
 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE – Monday, October 9 at 
10:30 a.m. starting in the Church Den.  The program 
will feature information on the seven covenant mis-
sions of WUMC.  
 

CAROL SCOTT CIRCLE – Tuesday, October 10 at 
1:00 p.m. in the church parlor.  Linda Graham will be 
in charge of the program.  
 

SISTERS-IN-FAITH CIRCLE – Tuesday, October 
10 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309.  The program will be 
finalizing preparations for the bazaar. 
 

WILLIAMSBURG LANDING CIRCLE – Tuesday, 
October 17 at 10:30 a.m. in the Williamsburg Land-
ing Main Building in the auditorium (on the kitchen 
side).  Program will be given by Carolyn Buck. 
 

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES 
 

UMW York River District Annual Meeting 
October 7 at 10:45 a.m. 

 

UMW Book Club 
October 9 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Linda Upshaw 

 

WUMW Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 
October 21 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

 

WUMW Executive  
Board Meeting 

October 23 at 7:00 p.m.  
in Room 309 

 

VA Conference Annual 
Meeting 

October 27-29 

2017 

NEWS 

Mark Your Calendar for the 
 

United Methodist  
Women Biennial Bazaar 

 

Saturday, November 4 
 

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 

Features: 
 

Booths with items for your shopping pleasure  
 

Silent Auction 
 

Full Lunch in Fellowship Hall  
 

Sweets/Hot Beverage/Gift Shop in the Library Cafe 
 

Bake Sale 
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Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 

printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, 
spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 

lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

Messy Church  
in October 
Tuesday, October 10  
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Theme:  “The Ten Bridesmaids” 
 

Dinner:  Pork BBQ 
  

Crafts, Games,  
& Celebration Time! 

 

All are invited – never 
a fee to attend! 

Walk With God is an opportunity to spend some quiet time with God in 
a natural setting.  Held the third Saturday of the month from 8:00 a.m. – 
9:30 a.m., Walk With God begins with a short devotional, followed by a qui-
et time to relax, pray, read, and meditate.  During this time you will have 
the opportunity to hike, bike, kayak, or just enjoy nature.  The day con-
cludes with a brief, final gathering where participants can share their 
thoughts and reflections.  Feel free to bring a Bible, book, water bottle, jour-
nal, or whatever you think might make this time most meaningful to you. 

The next Walk With God event is scheduled for Saturday, October 21, rain or shine, at Waller Mill 
Park (901 Airport Road, Williamsburg, VA 23185, 259-3778).  There is a $2 parking fee, so participants are 
encouraged to carpool.  (Boat rental extra.)  Gather at Shelter #1 just down the trail across the walking 
bridge.  Questions?  Contact Sandy van Leliveld (871-2012) or Barbara Monteith (812-0638). 

Silver Saints Luncheon 
 

The Silver Saints will meet on Wednesday, 
October 11 at noon in Fellowship Hall for a 
pot luck lunch.  We will 
have an exciting discus-
sion about the future of 
our group.  Please bring a 
dish to share, $1 for the 
chicken and food items 
for FISH.  All are wel-
come!  Questions?  Con-
tact Art & Loretta Heezen 
(869-5749) or lorettaheezen@gmail.com. 

UMW Book Club 
The UMW Book Club will meet on Monday, October 9, at 7:00 p.m., at the home of 

Linda Upshaw (101 Mathew’s Grant, in Kingsmill).  We will read and discuss the book, 
Why Women Should Rule the World, by Dee Dee Myers.  This book is in the Leadership 
Development category of the United Methodist Women Reading Program from 2012.  
All are welcome.  For more information, please contact Carol Brinkley (258-0617).  

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:lorettaheezen@gmail.com
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Here at Williamsburg we have a tech team that meets once a week and are 
fairly savvy with a lot of modern technology, particularly phones and tablets.  
You’ve seen them round the building, but possibly wonder who they are and where 
they hang out.  They’re an individual bunch, with lots of personality, but some-
times that gets hidden by the screen.  They’re diverse, some louder than others, 
some very much on the quiet side.  Some will talk ‘til the cows come home, some 
need a bit of encouragement.  All though, are at home with technology and can 
answer a lot of “How do I do this?” questions.  To be honest, they’re the ones I 
think of first when I have a tech question.  

Have you worked out who I’m talking about yet?  A few more clues – they meet in Room 180 on Sunday 
evenings.  Also known as the Youth Center . . .  Yep, you’ve worked it out now.  

We often talk about how different generations have something to offer each other.  Teenagers know 
more about modern tech than most of us (when’s the last time you called a grandchild to ask for help . . .?) 
and we the older generations have life experience and skills we can share.  Did you serve in active combat?  
We’d love to hear your story.  Can you pray?  (answer, yes, you can    )  We’d love to swap prayer points 
with you regularly.  Can you bake?  We’d love to sample something and hear stories of your youth learning to 
bake.  

Can you sponsor one of our missioners?  Next year we’re taking our high school mission team to England 
to be part of a very different VBS experience.  We’ve got a lot of fundraisers coming up for the trip, but 
would you be able to sponsor a participant?  In exchange we’ll set up meetings for you to hear how the pro-
ject is progressing and you’ll get personalized updates from the trip as well.  

We as a youth group would love to get to know you and your story a bit better, so on December 3, at the 
annual Alternative Giving Fair, we’ll have a team of tech-wise teenagers at our booth who can answer the 
“how do I do this” questions you may have.  Pop along and have a chat with us and see how we can help 
you.  

Andy Glascott, WUMC Youth Director 

Magnificent 
Melodies 

A concert series benefitting Elliot's Song,  
an Outreach Program of Early Childhood Music School 

 
A program of vocal and instrumental music  
with featured works by various composers 

 
Saturday, October 28 at 3:00 p.m. 

 
Williamsburg United Methodist Church 

500 Jamestown Road, Williamsburg, Virginia 
 

Free Admission with suggested donations to benefit 
Elliot's Song 

Need help with your  
computer/iPhone/other technology? 

Shredding Event 
Saturday, October 7 

8:00 a.m. - 11:00  a.m. 
 

WUMC Youth along with Eggleston 
Services will host a shedding event to 
raise money for the Summer 2018 Mission 
Trips.  Bring documents you need de-
stroyed to church. The Youth will load 
items in secure bins to be taken to Eg-
gleston Services to be destroyed with 
state-of-the-art document shredding ser-
vices.  Eggleston serves agencies of the U. 
S. Government (unclassified), medical 
practices, law firms and many other busi-
nesses.   

Recommended 
donations $10.00 

per bag.  
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Call for Fabric for School Bags for 2017-2018 
 

We are getting ready to make school bags for UMCOR school kits.  We would love 
donations of drapery weight fabric or other sturdy fabric.  (Upholstery fabric may be 
able to be used if it is not too heavy.)  If you are downsizing or redecorating, we could 
use the curtains or drapes or ends of bolts that you no longer need.  We are anticipat-
ing sending over 300 finished school kits to Conference this next June.  Collection con-
tinues through the end of the year.  Put your donated items in the marked bin in the 
closet near the Atrium. 

 

Thank you, 
Barb Hamson (259-9782) for the UMCOR Kit Committee 

Emergency Homeless Shelter 
Winter time can be difficult, especially for the homeless.  

That’s why churches throughout Williamsburg and James City 
County have gotten together to provide overnight emergency 
shelter to those who need it most.  This low barrier shelter is 
available to those without adequate housing at a time when being 
out of doors puts them most at risk.  We are partnering with 
members of St. Stephen Lutheran Church and King of Glory Lu-
theran Church to open the doors of Williamsburg United 

Methodist Church during the week of December 3-10.  Our church has the space and the facilities to 
provide meals and sleeping areas (separate for men, women, and families) for the 25 guests we expect to 
host.  

What can you do to help?  We need the people of WUMC to share the tasks that make sure that the pro-
gram runs smoothly and that make our guests feel welcome.  Guests will start arriving at 5:30 p.m.; they’ll 
have dinner and relax.  Lights out will be at 10:00 p.m. and wake up is at 6:00 a.m. the next morning.  The 
guests will have breakfast and leave, and the Church will be ready for normal activities by 7:30 a.m.  

There are five main areas for which people are needed:  

1) Intake, to sign guests in and make sure they have their bedding for the night.  

2) Prepare and serve dinner and provide optional after-dinner activity.  

3) Overnight, to sign in guests who arrive late from work and to make sure the guests rest comfortably.  

4) Prepare and serve breakfast.  

5) Sign guests out, and clean up the shelter area for the day.  

Could your Sunday School class, circle, or group adopt one day during that week to provide volunteers to 
do the tasks outlined?  If your group is small or you want to serve by yourself, we can help team you up.  
Each shift will have leaders to provide guidance and to answer any questions.  Please let us know if you are 
interested in serving as a shift leader.  For further information, please contact the Church Office (229-1771) 
to be put in contact with the shelter organizers.  We hope you’ll want to take part in this critical outreach. 

Local Outreach Work Area 
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Out Of Our Gratitude . . . We Give 
from Your Local Outreach Team 

“School days, Schools days, readin’ and 
writin’ and ‘rithmetic!” 

 

If there were a picture in the dictionary to illus-
trate the word “generous”, it would show the people 
of Williamsburg United Methodist Church!  All of the 
school supplies contributed this summer have been 
delivered to Head Start, Social Services, Erase the 
Need, Matthew Whaley Elementary School and 
Berkeley Middle School for distribution over the 
school year.  In addition, 53 children in Highland 
Park, pre-kindergarten through 12th grade, received 
custom backpacks outfitted specifically for the re-
quirements of their school and grade.  And there 
was even one for a grandmother who is attending 
Thomas Nelson Community College!  You made all 
of this possible through your donations.  Each year 
the list of supplies for a child gets 
longer and the items more specific 
and more expensive.  Flash drives 
and ear buds are now required even 
in elementary school.  On behalf of 
all the children, their teachers, and 
especially their parents and guardi-
ans, we thank you. 

“Oh, the weather outside is frightful,  
let it snow, let it snow, let it snow!” 

 

The month of October is designated by our 
church as “Winter Coats for Head Start” 
month.  Cold weather is coming, and the children 
attending Head Start in the Historic Triangle Com-
munity Center need nice warm coats to wear to 
school.  The children in this free pre-school program 
are 3-5 years old.  They are learning to interact with 
other children and adults so they will be ready to 
begin kindergarten with appropriate social and 
learning skills.  There are 150 
children served by this one 
site.  We are soliciting new 
coats sizes 4, 4T, 5, 5T, 6 & 6X 
for boys and girls.  Put your 
donated items in the marked 
bin in the closet near the Atri-
um.  Coats will be delivered 
November 1. 

“Teach us to care for people, for all not just 
for some, to love them as we find them or as 

they may become . . . 
 

The fall Kairos Retreat at Greensville Correc-
tional Center is October 19-22.  During the long 
weekend, inmates will learn of God’s love and mer-
cy.  Lyman Hubbard will represent WUMC on the 
Greensville Retreat Team.  We can support Lyman 
and the attendees with our prayers, and our gifts of 
handmade placemats and homemade cookies.  Spe-
cifics about the prayer chain will be in the bulletin 
on Sundays.  We need dozens and dozens of home-
made cookies.  To the inmate attendees, cookies 
represent caring and compassion.   
Recipes and packaging instructions 
can be found on the Connection 
Corner desk inside the church’s 
rear parking lot door.  The cookie 
delivery deadline is noon, 
Wednesday October 18. 

“We gather together 

to ask the Lord’s blessing!” 
 

Our annual Thanksgiving Morning Ministry 
continues!  Our congregation will prepare turkey 
dinners on Thanksgiving morning and deliver them 
to folks who are home-bound, ill or disabled, elderly 
or alone or have no place to cook.  In addition to 
the meal, our goal is to put all 150 volunteers to 
work on projects that will contribute to the welfare 
of someone in Williamsburg or around the globe.  
Beginning October 29, we will distribute shopping 
lists requesting contri-
butions of food and 
funds.  Watch the Sun-
day bulletins for more 
and more details as 
Thanksgiving draws 
closer. 
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of those who have passed away 
during the month of September: 

Endowment Committee Report 
 

October 2017 – Part 2 of 2 

The WUMC endowment provides financial grants to WUMC ministries, outreach 
activities, programs, facility needs, and other WUMC-related endeavors.  Members of 
the committee include 6 at large members, a representative from finance and trustees, 
as well as the lay leader, chair of church council, treasurer, business administrator, and 

senior pastor.  The total amount invested in the Endowment is a little over one million dollars.  The funds are 
professionally managed with the goals of preserving capital, having sustained long-term growth, providing 
money for grants, and investing in ways that are attuned to the Social Principles of the UMC.  

Grants funded by the Endowment are varied.  Several years ago, the Endowment provided a one-time 
grant to kickstart our first few months of Messy Church.  More information about grants is included in part 1 
of the Endowment Committee report in the September newsletter.  

The Committee needs your help in the following ways:  

• The Committee welcomes grant requests from church groups.  For more information about this, see 

part 1 of the Endowment Committee report in the September newsletter. 

• Our most important gifts to the church are those made through our prayers, presence, and service.  

We all are called to give in these ways.  In addition, for most of us, our regular financial support of 
the annual ministry, mission, and operating needs of the church, including paying off the mortgage, 
is part of how we express our faith and commitment.  Finally, the Committee encourages you to con-
sider making a gift to the Endowment.  Endowment gifts can be of any size and can take many dif-
ferent forms.  Cash gifts are welcome, of course.  But immediate gifts by check or appreciated secu-
rities may be more suitable for the budget or mortgage.  Many people will find deep satisfaction, and 
likely some tax benefits, by making a planned gift (charitable annuity or charitable trust, for exam-
ple) or a gift through a will or estate plan.  These are the kinds of gifts typically more suitable for the 
Endowment.  A Sunday morning offering plate gift supports the ministry, mission, and facilities of the 
church we know and love today.  A gift to the Endowment provides support for these same things for 
generations to come.  All such gifts are important to the church.  And all these gifts are among ways 
we live out our faith and hope – for it is by giving that we receive.  

Thank you for your prayers, presence, gifts, and service to Williamsburg United Methodist Church. 

Randy Casey-Rutland, Chair of the Endowment Committee 
 

Notes 
Writing a will?  Ask your attorney and your family about including Williamsburg United Methodist Church as 

part of your estate plan.  Your heirs may financially benefit because of tax savings, but they will always bene-
fit by knowing of your commitment to provide enduring support for the ministry and mission of our church.  
Thank You! 

Hilda Buchanan 

Betty Garrington  

Fran Cochran, Respite Alum 

Gloria Lang 
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When We Breathe a Thought To God, We Are Praying 
 

This story was taken from The Upper Room, September, 2012 
 

This is an example of how you and I can Pray without ceasing, I Thessalonians 5:17 

After many years of doubt and denial, I was determined to rediscover my faith.  But getting back into the 
habit of praying was the hardest part.  Then I noticed that in quiet moments during the day the verse “Pray 
without ceasing” would pop into my head.  I felt confused and guilty.  If I can’t even remember to pray be-
fore I eat, I thought, how can I remember to pray all the time? 

One day while out picking blueberries, I realized that I was “talking” to God-not a formal prayer, but more 
talking to a friend about how thankful I was for the sweet berries.  I caught myself doing the same thing at 
other times such as when I was washing dishes or driving-simple conversation about what 
happened to be on my mind. 

I am also taking more time to listen.  In these “conversations,” God’s “voice” comes 
through as feelings moving in my heart, or thoughts flowing through my mind.  Some-
times I hear God speak to me through words from a friend.  When this happens God is 
working through both of us and both benefit from God’s wisdom. 

I still struggle, but the relationship I am developing with God by learning how to 
“pray without ceasing” sustains me. 

Try it, it can work for you! 
 

For more information about our Prayer Ministry, contact Cindy Banek (229–1771 ext. 258)  
or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

Global Outreach News  

 

Praise be to God!  This week our finance office sent a donation of $15,670 to the United Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief's disaster Advance.  These funds came entirely from designated contributions by our congre-
gation, and were prompted by the recent hurricanes in Texas, the Caribbean and Florida.  As we are often 
reminded, 100% of your UMCOR relief gift goes directly for recovery efforts.  Please continue to be in prayer 
for our neighbors in the Gulf and the Caribbean, and also for flood victims in Sierra Leone, India, Nepal and 
Bangladesh.  And, continue to lift up those parts of the Northwest devastated by wildfires this month.  

You may have seen the USA Today article on faith based disaster response, which included this very ac-
curate paragraph about UMCOR, whose motto is "First in, last out".  Here is an excerpt: 

"The United Methodist Committee on Relief is known for its expertise in case manage-
ment.  After the initial cleanup — where the Methodists have work crews helping pull mud out 
of houses — the church sends trained volunteers into the wreckage to help families navigate 
the maze of FEMA assistance, state aid programs and private insurance to help them rebuild 
their lives.  UMCOR also trains other non-profits to send their own case managers into the 
disaster zone." 

Many of us witnessed this first hand in the Gulf after Hurricane Katrina.  Williamsburg UMC and The Wes-
ley Foundation at William & Mary participated in multiple mission trips to 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas between 2005 and 2010.  We're going 
back in the mission field!  If you are interested in going on a recovery 
mission trip, please contact David Hindman (dthindman@aol.com) or 
Terri Morgan (tlynmorgan@icloud.com). 

Blessings, and a huge thank you,  
from your Global Outreach Committee.  

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
dthindman@aol.com
mailto:tlynmorgan@icloud.com
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Among the recent additions to our church library is the NEW RULES FOR END OF LIFE CARE Kit by 
Barbara Karnes, award winning end of life educator and hospice pioneer.  Named International Humanitarian 
Woman of the Year in 2015, Karnes is a nationally prominent speaker on the dynamics of dying and author of 
four booklets on which many end of life care providers rely, two of which are included in this kit:  “Gone 
From My Sight:  The Dying Experience” and “The Eleventh Hour:  A Caring Guideline for the Hours to Minutes 
Before Death.”  Written in non-medical language for families, Karnes booklets have changed the way individ-
uals experience the death of a loved one.  Her insights are also available on the accompanying DVD.  Our 
thanks to Pastor Helen for her gift of this valuable resource.  Look for it on display in the library foyer.  

New for our children is the beautiful book, THE CIRCLE OF DAYS by Reeve Lindberg, an adaptation of 
St. Francis of Assisi’s “Canticle of the Sun” which honors the elements, the animals, the heavens, and the 
very breath of life.  This poem/prayer with brilliantly collaged paintings will remind children and adults alike to 
“stop and consider the wondrous works of God” (Job 37:14) and give thanks for the amazing beauty of our 
world.  Many thanks to Holley Walling for her gift of this special book. 

  

“In reading, a lonely quiet concert is given to our minds;  
all our mental faculties will be present in this symphonic exaltation.” 

—Stephane Mallarme 

Library News 


